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Rock Island Depot 
Name of Property

Minnehaha County, South Dakota 
County and State

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

CHANGE IN ADDRESS

\thThe address of the Rock Island Depot is revised from 210 to 201 East 10 Street to reflect the 
current and correct address of the property.



CONDITION
D Excellent G°°d D Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Ruin l~] Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered CS Unaltered

(Check One) 

D Moved IXl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Rock Island Depot's design generally remains true to Romanesque styl 
ing. Its gshlar> an^Ltfoodeo,construction exhibits Richardsonian "treatment 
of those materiaYs" in the stepped gable, hipjedjroof and .octagonal turret, 
that are its most distinguishing features.
Visually, the building is divided into two distinct structures, the of 

fice and agent's quarters to the west, and the passenger waiting room to 
the east. Of these, the office section is the most complex. The western 
wall rises t^o_stgries to a stepped gable bearing a large decorated mold 
ing. The first-floor windows are segnenjal, while second-floor openings 
are s^emi-circular. Both groups are arranged in a series of three, with 
radiating voussoirs. This is the only ashlar wall reaching the roof in 
this section. The first floor walls are composed of an indigenous blush- 
pink quartzite used extensively during the period. Simple lintels and 
sills are used on the north and south walls; a large bay employs wooden 
columns and mull ions to separate each window. Doorways feature sandstone 
surrounds.
The y upper story is ^covered with wooden shingles. Windows here have 

very simple wooden-trimmed openings, even on the extended bay. A single 
chimney graces the roof.

The eastern portion or passenger area is an ashlar square covered by a 
hipped roof. Small windows, high above the sidewalk peer out beneath an 
extended eve encircling the entire depot structure.
The feature adjoining the two sections, an enclosed causeway, contains 

the simple decorative characteristics of the western wing, but includes 
a yawning horseshoe arch to the street; a tall chimney rises above it.

The interior is unaltered. The walls are covered with three-foot wains 
coting, floors are of wooden planks; woodwork is utilitarian throughout.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1885, the Rock Island Station represents the beginnings 
and the end of the railroad passenger services in the city of Sioux 
Falls. It served the area until it was vacated in June, 1970.

In February, 1886, the city residents voted to issue bonds aiding the 
attempt to bring the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railroad Com 
pany into the community. On October 26, 1886, the road completed that 
day, citizens witnessed the arrival of the first train. The following 
afternoon, the first passenger train arrived, to spark what would be over 
80 years in passenger services.

This transportation link served to aid Sioux Falls' growth. By 1890, 
Sioux Falls was the leading commercial center in South Dakota. The sta 
tion is more than a symbol of the city's growth—it represents a system 
having a great impact on the state's social and economic development.
During the late 1800's, the railroad network spread throughout the 

state. With its spread, it brought population to foster boom towns and 
developed that state's commercial avenues. The railroads supplied the 
convenient transportation for farm market goods. At the same time, the 
hauling rates differences for short and long-range distances aggravated 
those farmers seeking a profit in the market place. In response to what 
seemed unfair rates, the Farmers' Alliance developed—attacking the rate 
system in railroads. Later on, the Populist Party used this grievance 
as a rallying point for developing a platform. Thus, the railroads 
served as an agent for economic and political development peculiar to 
the geographical and economic bases of plains states—South Dakota in 
particular.
This is what the Rock Island Station symbolizes today. It is the vi 

sible manifestation of a transportation system tied closely to South 
Dakota's past.



Bailey, History of Minnehaha County, pps. 151-3

Schell, Herbert. History of South Dakota

"Sioux Falls Argus -Leader", January 21, 1972
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Rock Island Depot 
NAME:

MULTIPLE 
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: SOUTH DAKOTA, Minnehaha

DATE RECEIVED: 1/15/10 DATE OF PENDING LIST:
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DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 74001895 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST,: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

{/ACCEPT __RETURN __REJECT L " £ T ' 10 DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM.

REVIEWER Cjgg£Q-^C> f \ ^ UJ&XJf DISCIPLINE'^f^r -^'*-ru* \^ ^r^

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



Department of Tourism and State Development

January?, 2010

National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street NW (2280) 
Washington DC 20240

RECEIVEDjaBO

JAN 15 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to the attention of our office that the address for the Rock Island 
Depot in Minnehaha County, South Dakota, is not listed correctly on the 1973 
National Register nomination. It appears that the property was listed on the 
National Register in 1974. The address is listed as:

Rock Island Depot 
210 East 10th Street 
Sioux Falls SD 57104

The correct address for the property is:

Rock Island Depot 
201 East 10th Street 
Sioux Falls SD 57104

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

Jay D. Vogt
State Historical Preservation Officer

Office of Tourism
Governor's Office of Economic
Development
Tribal Government Relations
711 E Weils Ave / Pierre, SD 57501-3369 
Phone: 605-773-3301 /Fax: 605-773-3256 
travelsd.com / sdgreatprofts.com / 
sdtribalrelations.com

South Dakota Arts Council
800 Governors Dr. / Pierre, SO 57501-2294 
Phone: 605-773-3131 or 1-800-423-6665 in SD 
Fax: 605-773-6962 
sdac@state.sd.us / sdarts.org

South Dakota State 
Historical Society
900 Governors Dr. / Pierre, SD 57501-2217 
Phone: 605-773-3458 / Fax; 605-773-6041 
sdhistory.org

South Dakota Housing 
Development Authority
PO Box 1237 /Pierre, SD 57501-1237 
Phone: 605-773-3181 / Fax: 605-773-5154 
sdhda.org


